
The Honorable Kathy Hochul  

Governor of New York State  

 

The Honorable Andrea Stewart-Cousins 

Majority Leader of the New York State Senate 

 

The Honorable Carl E. Heastie 

Speaker of the New York State Assembly 

 

Basil Seggos 

Commissioner of the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 

 

December 19, 2023 

 

Dear Governor Hochul, Majority Leader Stewart-Cousins, Speaker Heastie, and Commissioner 

Seggos, 

 

We are writing with serious concerns about Southern Tier CO2 to Clean Energy Solutions, 

(a.k.a. ‘Southern Tier Solutions’) proposal to drill and frack for gas in New York using carbon 

dioxide (CO2), including “test wells” as soon as this spring.1 About a decade after New York 

historically led the nation and protected public health and the environment by banning high-

volume hydraulic fracking, this dangerous proposal to get around our state’s fracking ban using 

CO2 poses many of the same threats to our water, health, and climate. We urge you to use your 

authority to stop this misguided project and ban CO2 fracking.  

 

The proposed plan to transport waste CO2 to New York from other states, drill and inject high-

pressure CO2 to release sequestered methane, and build new gas-fired power plants is 

reckless and would perpetuate our reliance on fossil fuels. As countless scientific studies about 

drilling and fracking demonstrate,2 fractures are not controllable and could cause the CO2 as 

well as naturally occurring radioactivity in the shale to migrate, threatening to contaminate our 

drinking water. Furthermore, high pressure CO2 is itself very dangerous, and ruptured pipelines 

can result in asphyxiation. This was tragically illustrated in Satartia, Mississippi when a CO2 

pipeline exploded, leading to mass CO2 poisoning that left 45 people hospitalized.3 Additionally, 

high pressure CO2 injection underground poses significant risk of earthquakes.4 

 

 
1 Lombardo, David. (Dec. 5, 2023.) "Southern Tier’s natural gas eyed for extraction (again)." Capitol 

Pressroom. https://capitolpressroom.org/2023/12/05/southern-tiers-natural-gas-eyed-for-extraction-again/ 
2Concerned Health Professionals of New York and Physicians for Social Responsibility, 

“Compendium of Scientific, Medical, and Media Findings Demonstrating Risks and Harms of 
Fracking and Associated Gas and Oil Infrastructure (Ninth Edition),” October 2023, 
http://concernedhealthny.org/compendium/. 
3 Simon, Julia. (Sept. 25, 2023.) "The U.S. is expanding CO2 pipelines. One poisoned town wants you to 

know its story." NPR. https://www.npr.org/2023/05/21/1172679786/carbon-capture-carbon-dioxide-
pipeline 
4 Niyogi, S., Ghosh, A., Kumar, A., & Hammack, R. W. (2023). Tremor signals during fluid injection are 

generated by fault slip. Science, 381(6657), 553-558. 



Banning fracking in New York has corresponded to health benefits for populations in New York’s 

Southern Tier counties as compared with northern tier counties of Pennsylvania.5 We must not 

reverse those health gains by now putting New Yorkers at risk with this dangerous, 

experimental approach.  

 

Furthermore, we are deeply concerned that the CO2 fracking proposal would violate New York’s 

nation-leading climate law, the Climate Leadership and Community Protection Act (CLCPA). 

Under the law, New York must reduce greenhouse gas emissions 40% by 2030, which cannot 

be achieved with new gas development. Studies show that drilling and fracking operations and 

infrastructure are inherently leaky, releasing methane that is disastrous for the climate along 

with air pollutants that endanger public health. Drilling and fracking for fossil fuels, along with 

pipelines, gas plants, truck trips, and other infrastructure, is contradictory to the CLCPA. It is a 

false solution that would harm the environment and misallocate resources that should go toward 

transitioning to renewable energy and other proven climate solutions.  

 

You have each been tremendous leaders on protecting public health and the environment and 

preventing climate change. Now, as New York faces a dangerous, experimental, and extreme 

new form of fossil fuel extraction, we urge you to ban drilling and fracking with CO2.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

Alex Beauchamp 

Northeast Region Director 

Food & Water Watch 

 

Julia Walsh 

Director 

Frack Action 

 

Rich Schrader 

NYS Policy Director 

Natural Resources Defense Council 

 

Roger Downs 

Conservation Director 

Sierra Club Atlantic Chapter 

 

 
5 Kevin S Trickey, Zihan Chen, and Prachi Sanghavi, “Hospitalisations for Cardiovascular and Respiratory 
Disease among Older Adults Living near Unconventional Natural Gas Development: A Difference-in-
Differences Analysis,” The Lancet Planetary Health 7, no. 3 (March 2023): e187–
96,https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanplh/article/PIIS2542-5196(23)00009-8/fulltext 
 
        
    
  
   

Bob Cohen 

Policy and Research Director 

Citizen Action of New York 

 

Sandra Steingraber 

Senior Scientist 

Science and Environmental Health Network 

 

Wes Gillingham 

Associate Director 

Catskill Mountainkeeper 

 

Kathleen Noland, MD, MSL 

President 

Physicians for Social Responsibility-NY 

 



Megan Ahearn 

Program Director 

New York Public Interest Research Group 

 

Elizabeth Moran 

New York Policy Advocate 

Earthjustice 

 

Carmi Orenstein 

Program Director 

Concerned Health Professionals of New 

York 

 

Vanessa Fajans-Turner 

Executive Director 

Environmental Advocates NY 

 

Irene Weiser 

Coordinator 

Fossil Free Tompkins 

 

Andra Leimanis 

Program Director 

Alliance for a Green Economy  

 

Adam Flint 

Director of Clean Energy Programs 

Network for a Sustainable Tomorrow 

 

Lisa Marshall 

Organizing & Advocacy Director 

New Yorkers for Clean Power 

 

Kim Fraczek 

Director 

Sane Energy Project  

 

Gerri Wiley 

Facilitator 

Residents Allied for the Future of Tioga 

 

Bella Cockerell 

NY State Organizing Manager 

Mothers Out Front 

 

Lucas Sanchez 

Co-Director 

New York Communities for Change 

 

Thomas Hirasuna 

Co-Lead 

The Climate Reality Project  

New York State Chapters Coalition 

 

Doug Couchon 

President 

People for a Healthy Environment  

 

Rv Dr. Leonisa Ardizzone 

Founder and Co-Director 

The Peace and Education Center of the 

Hudson Valley 

 

Karen Edelstein 

Eastern Program Coordinator 

FracTracker Alliance  

 

Andy Mager 

Coordinator 

Syracuse Cultural Workers 

 

Carole Resnick 

Climate Action Coordinator 

Syracuse Peace Council 

 

Tracy Frisch 

Chair 

Clean Air Action Network of Glens Falls 

 

John Seakwood 

Core Organizer 

Rivers and Mountains GreenFaith Circle 

 

Yvonne Taylor  

Vice President  

Seneca Lake Guardian 

 

Sara Gronim 

Co-Leader 

350Brooklyn 



 

Michael Richardson 

Co-Facilitator 

Third Act Upstate New York 

 

Peter J. Arsenault 

12 Traits Program Director 

GreeningUSA 

 

Francesca Rheanon 

Co-Chair 

Climate Reality Project: Long Island 

 

Kathryn Kassner 

Coordinator 

Climate Action Team of UU Catskills 

 

Daniel Atonna 

Political Coordinator 

For the Many 

 

Valdi Weiderpass 

Chair 

Sierra Club Susquehanna Group 

  

Robert Connors 

Co-Founder 

Community Advocates for a Sustainable 

Environment 

 

Ruth Foster 

Director 

NY Climate Advocacy Project 

 

Yayoi Koizumi 

Founder 

Zero Waste Ithaca 

 

Vicki Michela 

Steering Committee Member 

Progressive Schenectady 

 

Diane Collins 

Co-Founder 

North Country Earth Action 

 

Xanthe Plymale 

Co-Organizer 

Fridays for the Future Capital District 

 

Brian Eden 

Policy Coordinator 

Campaign for Renewable Energy 

 

George Povall 

Executive Director 

All Our Energy 

 

Mary Finneran 

Co-Founder 

FrackBustersNY 

 

Trudy Quaif 

Member 

Bethlehem Neighbors for Peace 

 

Rev. John Paarlberg 

Chair, Social Justice Commission 

New York State Council of Churches 

 

Dan Haas 

Co-Chair 

Friends of Columbia Solar 

 

Lisa Tyson 

Executive Director 

Long Island Progressive Coalition 

 

William Reinhardt 

Director 

Solarize Albany 

 

Joan Koster 

Secretary 

Concerned Citizens of Rural Broome 

 

Joe Wilson 

Coordinator 

Coalition for Outreach, Policy and Education 

 



Rebekah Creshkoff 

Communications Officer 

Beyond Plastics Sullivan County 

 

Mitchell Lavine 

Member 

Dryden Resources Awareness Coalition 

 

Maura Stephens 

Co-Founder 

Coalition to Protect New York  

 

Cari Gardener 

Vice-Chair 

New York Progressive Action Network 

 

Colleen Boland 

Co-Founder 

Elmirans and Friends Against Fracking 

 

Sheila Reed 

Climate Justice Team Leader 

The Park Church of Elmira 

 

Nada Khader 

Executive Director 

WESPAC Foundation, Inc 

 

Anne Rhodes 

Founder 

Dryden Solutions 

 

Ellen Weininger 

Director of Educational Outreach 

Grassroots Environmental Education 

 

Peter Bardaglio 

Coordinator 

Tompkins County Climate Protection 

Initiative 

 

Laurel Tumarkin 

Organizer 

People's Climate Movement - NY 

 

Wes Ernsberger 

Chair 

UU Congregation of Binghamton, Green 

Sanctuary 

 

Gail Rychlewski 

Coordinating Team Member 

Bethlehem NY Indivisible 

 

Manna Jo Greene 

Founder 

Hudson Valley Climate Science and 

Solutions 

 

Diane Stefani 

Co-Chair 

The Climate Reality Project 

Finger Lakes Greater Region Chapter 

 

Eve Morgenstern  

Co-Chair 

The Climate Reality Project 

Hudson Valley & Catskills chapter  

 

Elisa Evett 

Co-Chair  

Mothers Out Front - Tompkins 

 

Cheryl Frank 

President 

ColorBrightonGreen 

 

Gay Nicholson 

President 

Sustainable Finger Lakes 

 

Ting Barrow 

Steering Committee Member 

Uptown Progressive Action 

 

William Mattingly 

Chair 

Sierra Club Finger Lakes Group 

 

 



Mary Thorpe 

Director 

NYPAN of the Southern Finger Lakes 

 

Sergei Krasikov 

Co-Chair 

Fishkill Creek Watershed Alliance 

 

Mark Dunlea 

Chair 

Green Education and Legal Fund 

 

Matt Oill 

Steering Committee Member 

Extinction Rebellion Capital Region 

 

Sheila Tarbet 

Co-Chair, Policy Committee 

Elders Climate Action 

 

Yesenia Rivera 

Executive Director 

Energy Allies  

 

Diana Wright 

Secretary 

People of Albany United for Safe Energy 

 

Tina Lieberman 

Chair 

Zero Waste Capital District 

 

Bill Mancini 

Treasurer 

Capital District Community Energy 

 

Jen Benson 

Environmental Action Director 

Hudson River Sloop Clearwater 

Liza Wilcox 

Arts External Coordinator 

Extinction Rebellion NYC 

 

Donna O’Malley 

Leader 

Northern Westchester Mothers Out Front 

 

Deborah Bigelow 

Board Member 

Concerned Citizens of Allegany County 

 

Linda Reik 

Board Member 

Sullivan Alliance for Sustainable 

Development 

 

Linda Costtelloe Quilty  

Co-Lead 

Indivisible Binghamton 

 

Joseph Naham 

Chairperson 

Green Party of Nassau County  

 

Charles Manning  

Albany UU Green Sanctuary Team 

Albany Unitarian Universalist 

 

Mark Varian 

President 

New Paltz Climate Action Coalition  

 

Colleen Boland 

Founder 

Veterans for Climate Justice

 

 

 


