
Clean Water Act
Symposium
 Connecting People to the Hudson River

Jeffrey Anzevino, AICP

Director of Land Use Advocacy

Scenic Hudson

April 14, 2023



Scenic Hudson 
sustains and 
enhances the Hudson 
Valley’s inspirational 
beauty and health for 
generations to come.
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No need to imagine
50 years of Positive Change

● Preserved over 40,000 acres 
of irreplaceable landscapes

●Created or enhanced 65 
public parks and preserves

● Transformed urban 
waterfronts

● Revitalized riverfront 
communities

BUT CHALLENGES REMAIN!



We need more Hudson River access



Challenge: Railroads still create a barrier



Challenge: Provide safe at-grade crossings



Challenge: Repair & Reopen Historic Truss Bridges

Delano’s Footbridge at Poets’ Walk Park FDR Crum Elbow

Hoyt Carriageway (visual simulation)Former Dominican Camp



● Insufficient size 

of public 

riverfront parks

●Discontinuous 

riverfront parks

●Gated 

developments

Challenge: Poorly planned riverfront development



● Legacy industry 

that no longer 

requires a 

riverfront 

location

Challenge: Reindustrialization of the River



● Expanding HRAP 

2020 to capture 

riverwide access 

opportunities and 

needs

● Based on extensive 

public 

● Approximately 

10,000 public 

comments 

● Can be used by 

municipalities and 

NGOs to achieve 

their river access 

needs

Hudson River Access Plan



Hudson River Access Plan



Summary

● Many former riverfront industrial 
sites cleaned up and are now parks
○ but long stretches of shoreline 

still provide no access
● Railroad is still a barrier
● Can be addressed with
○ Public involvement in planning 

decisions
○ Local Waterfront Revitalization 

Programs
○ Interagency cooperation 
○ Funding



What can 
you do?

https://defendthevalley.org/campaign/river-access/

● Celebrate our mutual successes & 
Enjoy our Hudson River

● Participate in local planning 
processes

● Ensure your community has a 
Local Waterfront Revitalization 
Program

● Keep apprised of Scenic Hudson’s 
river access initiatives and take 
action at 



Questions?
janzevino@scenichudson.org


