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Newburgh



Rock Tavern, NY



NEWBURGH’S HISTORY
● Industrial City - Deep Water Port on the Hudson

● Historic Figures & Architecture: Douglass, Washington, Edison

● Redlining - Discriminatory Practice  

● Urban Renewal & Displacement

● Aging infrastructure 



Lake 
Washington
(PFAS) 

Brown’s 
Pond

Stewart Airport &
Air Nat. Guard

State Superfund SIte

Lead Pipes
(Pre-1940s)

PCBs

Gas
Refineries

Danskammer
Fracked Gas
Power Plant

2 Lakes 
in City

City of Newburgh

Town of  Newburgh

Town of New Windsor



Early Birth, Lead & PFAS



PFAS = Per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances; Military knew foam was toxic in the 
1970s. These unregulated man-made chemicals have contaminated our watershed 
for over 30 years. 

FIREFIGHTING FOAM    



LAKE WASHINGTON    

● Lake is Outside Our Jurisdiction

● At least 12 PFAS Chemicals Detected 

● Drinking Water Supply Left Unusable

● City of 30K “Poisoned Without Consent”



WATERSHED    
● Original Drinking Water Supply
● For City of 30K
● Now Polluted with at least 12 PFAS 

Contaminated Soil, Streams, Fish & Wildlife



EWG.ORG



The Military’s Dirty Deeds



CATSKILL AQUEDUCT    

A Temporary Fix?
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NewburghCleanWaterProject.org

Thank You!
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