


“We must devote at least as much to 
our children’s education and the 
health of the poor as we do to the 
care of our automobiles . . . We must 
also realize that the problems of 
racial injustice and economic injustice 
cannot be solved without a radical 
redistribution of political and 
economic power”
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“The whole society we seek is one in 
which all live in brotherhood with 
each other . . .

It is a society that will not tolerate 
slums for some and decent houses for 
others, rats for some and playgrounds 
for others . . .

It does not make sense to say that we 
cannot afford to win the fight against 
hunger and poverty . . .
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“This is about all of America and its 
problems. It is rats in the ghetto. It is a 
hungry child in a land of affluence. It is 
housing that is not worthy of the name; 
neighborhoods not fit to inhabit.

Our goal is a new American ethic that 
sets new standards for progress, 
emphasizing human dignity and well 
being.” 
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“In pursuing our goals of full 
employment, better housing, 
excellence in education; in 
rebuilding our cities and improving 
our rural areas; in protecting our 
environment and enhancing the 
quality of life – in all these and 
more, we will and must press 
urgently.” 
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Every year, U.S. drinking water causes 20 million illnesses due to 
bacteria, viruses, and parasites.

Every year, U.S. recreational waters cause 90 million illnesses due 
to bacteria, viruses and parasites.



“We have subjected enormous 
numbers of people to contact with 
these poisons, without their consent 
and often without their knowledge. If 
the Bill of Rights contains no 
guarantee that a citizen shall be secure 
against lethal poisons . . . it is surely 
only because our forefathers, despite 
their considerable wisdom and 
foresight, could conceive of no such 
problem.”
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“Clean drinking water and sanitation are essential 
to the realization of all human rights.”

United Nations Resolution 64/292, Declaration on 
the Human Right to Water and Sanitation,



“Each person shall have a right to clean air and 
water, and a healthful environment.” 

N.Y. Constitution, Article 1, § 19. Oct 28, 2022



The right to clean water demands the right to 
know if water is clean.



1972 Clean Water Act, Section 101:

It is the national goal that the discharge of pollutants into the 
navigable waters be eliminated by 1985;

It is the national goal that wherever attainable, an interim goal of 
water quality which provides for the protection and propagation of 
fish, shellfish, and wildlife and provides for recreation in and on 
the water be achieved by July 1, 1983;

It is the national policy that the discharge of toxic pollutants in 
toxic amounts be prohibited;

It is the national policy that programs for the control of nonpoint 
sources of pollution be developed . . . as to enable the goals of 
this chapter to be met.



Is the Hudson River clean enough to drink, to swim? 











You have a right to clean water.

You have a right-to-know if your water is clean.



New York State Clean Water Act




