
Stream Monitoring

• Physical

• Chemical

• Biological

Tier 1 :  Introductory Investigation
Primarily for educational purposes, providing
a general awareness of river water quality.

Tier 2 :  Preliminary Assessment
Water quality problems require verification for
inclusion in DEC’s Priority Waterbody List.

Tier 3 :  In Depth Assessment
Water quality problems incorporated  into
DEC’s Priority Waterbody List depending on
the level of QA/QC employed.



Physical and Chemical Monitoring

Physical Survey

Weather conditions

Water temperature

Water level

Water appearance & odor

Channel dimensions

Habitat quality

Human land uses

Chemical Survey

- Nitrate-Nitrogen levels

- Orthophosphate levels

- Dissolved Oxygen

- E.coli levels



Benthic Macro Invertebrates
provide information on stream health over time


